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both corner-houses and boast gables, which according
to contemporary writers was an Indication of an
aristocratic building. The lodging of the empress
was opposite to that of the emperor, and a covered
way was built across the street to connect them.
Such road-bridges, springing from the projecting
gable windows, were not unusual things in the
narrow streets of those times. The condition of the
unpaved roads made them requisite, as these could
not be crossed on foot with safety or cleanliness.

For the space of eleven days Charles and his
train halted at Llibeck, and the town spared neither
cost nor trouble to entertain him right royally, and
to impress him with its wealth and importance.
Feasts, tournaments, rejoicings, followed upon one
another ; time was not allowed to hang heavy upon
the emperor's hands. But neither was he allowed to
carry out his ulterior objects. With great politeness
and fulsome flattery Charles was made to under-
stand that the Hansa was sure of its own strength,
and since he had not helped it in the hour of
need, it did not propose to make great sacrifices to
assist him in his troubles. All however was done
with perfect courtesy, Charles even being permitted
on one occasion to be present at a meeting of the
municipal council when both sides exchanged .pretty
compliments. He even went so far as to address
them as "Lords." With great modesty they dis-
claimed this appellation. But the emperor insisted
on it: " You are lords," he said ; " the oldest imperial
registers know that Liibeck is one of the five towns
that have had accorded to them in the imperial